Georgia State University, Office of International Affairs, Study Abroad Programs, www.gsu.edu/studyabroad, 404-413-2529, globetrekker@gsu.edu


Study Abroad Scholarships & Financial Aid

“It’s all about the money, honey!”
The following types of tuition assistance may be used for study abroad: 
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U.S. Pell Grants, Federal Directed Loans (Subsidized, Unsubsidized and PLUS loans), Perkins Loans, HOPE Scholarships, and certain other scholarships. Verify how your financial aid package will apply to your study abroad program by asking the One Stop Shop or meeting with and advisor in the Office of Financial Aid. For more information, refer to your GlobeTrekker Compass Handbook.
*While most students are able to use financial aid to assist with the cost of studying abroad, it is very likely that you will need to cover many expenses up front and then be reimbursed at a later date by financial aid or other sources. Due to federal regulations, these funds very rarely become available in time to use them to cover your expenses up directly. Please be aware of this and make arrangements to have your expenses covered in the meantime.

**Please be aware of deadlines and plan accordingly! Check with the Study Abroad Programs Office for actual dates.
Daniel Jansen, Study Abroad Coordinator, is available to assist you with applications and essays (reading for content, style, and grammar) for non-GSU scholarships (see next page). Please contact Daniel at djansen@gsu.edu.

Georgia State University Scholarships:

International Education Fee (IEF) Study Abroad Programs

Award: A minimum of $250 (Maymester); $500 (Summer); or $1000 (Semester)
Eligibility: Available to Georgia State University Students enrolled in degree or certificate programs who will be earning credit for an experience abroad. Minimum GPA is 2.8 for undergraduates, and 3.2 for graduates. For law students, the minimum score is 73. Preference is given for the following: academic merit, longer programs, HOPE scholars, financial need, strong essays, under-represented countries, under-represented fields of study, and students with little or no international experience.  
*Students who apply for the IEF Scholarship are automatically considered for the Georgia State University Foundation Study Abroad Scholarship. Recipients will be selected based upon high ratings in the IEF review process. There is no minimum amount for GSU Foundation scholarships.
Deadline: Maymester, Summer, and Fall semester- early March; Spring semester- Late October
Robinson College of Business Nita Robinson Scholarship

Award: Up to: $2,500
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Eligibility: must have 3.5 or higher cumulative GSU GPA and must be enrolled in a degree program in RCB and either beginning third of fourth year of RCB undergraduate program or completing first year of RCB master’s program.

Deadline: January/February prior to academic year

For more information visit: http://iib.gsu.edu/nitarobinson.htm 
Non-GSU and Outside Scholarships:

Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship

Description: The Gilman scholarship aims to support students who have been traditionally under-represented in study abroad, including but not limited to, students with high financial need, community college students, students in under-represented fields such as the sciences and engineering, students with diverse ethnic backgrounds, and students with disabilities. The program aims to encourage students to choose non-traditional study abroad destinations, especially those outside of Western Europe and Australia. 

Award: Up to $5,000 + an extra $3,000 if studying a Critical Need Language (Arabic-all dialects; Chinese-all dialects; Turkic-Azerbaijani/Kazakh/Kyrgz/Turkish/Turkmen/Uzbek; Persian-Farsi/Dari/Kurdish/Pashto/Tajiki; Indic-Hindi/Urdu/ Nepali/Sinhala/Bengali/Punjabi/Marathi/Gujarati/Sindhi; Korean; Russian)

Eligibility: Must be an undergraduate, a recipient of the Pell Grant, and studying abroad on a program that runs during Academic Year, Fall, or Spring term (no Summer awards are given)
For more information visit: http://www.iie.org/programs/gilman/index.html 
Deadline: Fall/Year Study Abroad: early April; Spring Study Abroad: mid October
Please contact Daniel Jansen (djansen@gsu.edu) if you are applying to the Gilman Scholarship.
NSEP Boren Undergraduate Study Abroad Scholarships

Description: The David L. Boren National Security Education Program Scholarship (NSEP) is a federally funded study abroad scholarship designed to encourage career-related skills development in preparation for efforts/activities that would lead to opportunities in federal service.

Award: Up to $20,000 depending on duration and cost of program

Eligibility: U.S. citizens enrolled in U.S. institutions of higher education wishing to study outside of the U.S. in non-traditional locations (see website) during their undergraduate studies.

For more information and to apply, please visit: www.borenawards.org 
GSU Campus Deadline: late January
Please contact Daniel Jansen (djansen@gsu.edu) if you are applying to the NSEP Boren Scholarship.

U.S. Student Programs Fulbright Scholarships

Award: Varies but comparable to a Graduate Stipend

Eligibility: must be a U.S. Citizen with at least an undergraduate degree prior to commencement of program. Must be in good academic standing and have undertaken higher education in the U.S. May not have resided in host country for more than six months prior to commencement of program.

For more information and to apply please visit: www.iie.org/fulbright 
GSU Campus Deadline: Contact the Honors Program for dates 

Keep in mind that the application process may take several months, so you will want to begin the process by the beginning of the summer (a year and a half before you wish to be abroad.) A detailed time-line can be seen by clicking in the following: http://www.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/StudyAbroad/fulbright.htm 
Please contact the GSU Honors Program for advising and information on the campus process.

Rotary Scholarships

Award: Up to $25,000

Eligibility: must have completed up to 2 years of college-level coursework, or equivalent professional experience

Deadline: up to a year and a half in advance

For more information visit: www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/amb_scho/prospect/index.html 
Many study abroad program providers offer their own scholarships. Some of these include: IES Abroad, CIEE, SIT, IFSA-Butler, CEA, CET, AmeriSpan (rebates for blogging or making a video about your experience), and others. Some overseas universities also offer scholarships for study abroad students to attend their university.

Online Directories for Study Abroad Scholarships:
IIEPassport Study Abroad Funding http://www.studyabroadfunding.org 
DiversityAbroad www.diversityabroad.com  
University of Minnesota Online Directory  http://www.istc.umn.edu/osad/scholarship-search.html 
Studyabroad.com http://www.studyabroad.com/forum/financial_aid.html 
FastWeb http://www.FastWeb.com 
Friends & Partners http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/funding/master.html 
Michigan State University directory of funding for students of color (African, Asian, Hispanic American and American Indian) http://studyabroad.msu.edu/people/studentsofcolor/scholarships.html 
100 Free Scholarships for Minorities (List compiled by Black Excel) http://www.blackexcel.org/200-Scholarships.html 
Federal Financial Aid Information http://www.finaid.org 
Other Ideas for Funding Study Abroad:

First, figure out how much you’ll need for your study abroad experience and how much you or your family can contribute. Next, write a detailed proposal with your goals, courses you plan to take, and how the experience will serve you in the future, both academically and professionally. Be prepared to present your proposal either orally or in written form. 
Some possible contributors: 
· Heritage groups that have interests in specific countries (e.g. Japan America Society)
· Civic groups (Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions Clubs)
· Agencies and foundations
· Travel agencies
· High school alumni associations
· Professional and business clubs
· Media (newspapers, radio and TV)
· Sororities and fraternities (local and national chapters)
· Vocational rehabilitation agencies (for students with disabilities)
· Charitable, ethnic, religious and campus organizations
· Extended family and family friends
· Your parents' employers (they may have a scholarship program for employees’ children)
Some possible methods:
· Ask to use frequent flyer mileage from family and friends. 
· Ask for matching funds from friends, family, or other interested parties (i.e., if you have $1,000, ask for $200 from five people, or $100 from ten people).

· Contact local community groups or chapters who may help with fundraising (e.g. Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary).

· Contact local businesses related to your field of study or the country you want to study in.

· Contact individuals who are sympathetic to your goals (e.g., people who are first-generation college grads, have the same ethnic background, have similar academic areas of specialization, or are in the career field that you are interested in).

· Contact alumni of the program you are interested in.

· If you have a special talent (e.g., in music, dance, theater, or art), put on a performance or exhibit and charge admission, with all proceeds going toward your study abroad experience. 

Fundraising can serve as a way to educate the public. In exchange for your financial support, you should pledge to "give something back." Some donors are more likely to help you out if they see that you are willing to give back to the community upon your return. Here are some ideas:
· Contact your local newspaper to see if there are paid opportunities to write a series of columns or send photos from abroad
· Write an article for a travel magazine
· Show a video from your experience 
· Create a web site
· Sponsor a local or regional dinner or presentation
· Lead a discussion or seminar
· Organize a campus or community forum with a theme from your experience
· Promote educational and business exchanges
· Participate in radio and televised interviews and broadcasts
· Contribute community service and outreach 
· Help others to have a similar international experience
Tips on the process:

· Go local. Staying local helps because smaller, private businesses don't usually have to cut through so much bureaucratic red tape. 

· Be creative. Prepare a folder of information about the program, the location, and yourself. Anyone reading the packet would get to know you personally and feel connected (through strategically written cover letters) to the project. 

· Get organized. Keep a spreadsheet of contact information and interactions with the businesses you approach. When things seem like a mess (and they will when you get a lot of requests out!), open the spreadsheet and know at a glance what was going on. 

· Know the program. Ask for information and pictures about the program that would help you become an expert in all aspects of the program. Research the culture, customs, and industries - so you know exactly how your experience will benefit yourself and/or the community. 

· Don't give up. Odds are, you'll face more rejection than success. Checks rarely arrive in the mail without a second phone call. Careful reminders and persistence are key. 

· Talk to everyone. Ask your orthodontist and the place where you get your oil changed. Maybe your landlord studied/worked/lived in the country you are going to. You never know where your connections can take you! 

· Numbers. Make a list of potential donors - and then double it. If you ask enough people, you can afford a lot of rejection and still meet your goal. 
· Be Direct. Direct, informal appeals often work best. Try to visit the donor in person. Be specific on how you intend to spend the funds (airfare, program fee, tuition, personal travel, special projects, etc.). Enthusiasm, creativity, and perseverance on your part - and not fearing rejection - will likely take you a long way.
Other creative ideas that have worked:
· In lieu of holiday and birthday gifts, request financial gifts or loans instead.
· Write a creative letter to all your relatives, asking for financial support in exchange for monthly letters while abroad and a presentation and dinner upon return.
· Ask friends to join you in raising money by painting, cleaning or washing cars.
· Organize an event where you and/or some friends donate instruction for a couple of hours (cooking, quilting, yoga, karate, computer skills, dancing, sign language, stained glass, woodworking, etc.).
· Collect used books, CD's, computer software, etc. and have a sale.
· Ask your church, synagogue or temple to sponsor a special offering, dinner, or raffle and give the proceeds to study abroad.
· Organize a radio talk show and solicit contributions.
· Find out if your parents' employers have a scholarship program for their children or find out if your employer will make a cash advance to be paid back through payroll deduction. No harm in asking!
· Double work: sell T-shirts at a dance marathon.
· In exchange for the use of your car while you're gone, have a friend or sibling make all or part of your car payments.
· Collect cans during football tailgating (be sure to identify yourself and your purpose so fans will readily pass on their cans and bottles).
· Sell coffee and baked goods with a sign stating your purpose. 
· SAVE, SAVE, SAVE!
Keep careful records of who supported you and the amount. Be sure to express your appreciation for their support and follow through on any commitments you make. Your energy and enthusiasm for an international experience will be contagious! Good luck!
These tips have been compiled from “Paying for your Trip: How to Raise Money,” Natalie Andrews, Student Traveler Magazine, December 2006; “Ideas for Creative Fundraising,” Michigan State University’s Office of Study Abroad; and GSU staff experience.
 

Georgia State University is dedicated to helping and encouraging minority students to study abroad.  We hope you will find the following resources helpful, and we are happy to discuss any concerns you may have about your experience abroad.  

STUDENT GUIDES

The World is in Your Hands Student Guide: African Americans Speak Out and Share their Experiences - http://www.abroad.pitt.edu/forms/worldinyourhands.pdf
Diversity Issues in Study Abroad Booklet  - http://www.brown.edu/Administration/OIP/pdf_docs/diversity_st_abroad01.pdf
Information for Multicultural Students Studying Abroad - http://studyabroad.msu.edu
One World...Infinite Possibilities: Race/Ethnic Issues and Study Abroad - http://www.international.psu.edu/students_study_abroad/diversity.htm
PLATO Project (Project for Learning Abroad, Training, and Outreach) - http://www.globaled.us/plato/diversity.html
Diversity Abroad - www.diversityabroad.com
SCHOLARSHIPS

International Education Fee (IEF) - Available to Georgia State University Students enrolled in degree or certificate programs who will be earning credit for an experience abroad. Minimum GPA is 2.8 for undergraduates, and 3.2 for graduates. See previous pages.
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship – Scholarship based on the financial aid one is already receiving (must be getting the Federal Pell Grant) and the location of the study abroad program. - http://www.iie.org//programs/gilman/index.html 
Council on International Education Exchange (CIEE) – Includes programs and services for studying, working and volunteering aboard. Also provides five different scholarships. - http://www.ciee.org/
AGI Minority Geosciences Student Scholarships – For students of color majoring in geosciences, including the geosciences sub disciplines of geology, geophysics, geochemistry, hydrology, meteorology, physical oceanography, planetary geology, or earth-science education- http://www.agiweb.org/mpp/index.html 
Air Force Crossroads Scholarships - https://www.afcrossroads.com/education/coll_scholar.cfm
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants – Scholarships for Minority Accounting Students- http://www.aicpa.org/members/div/career/mini/smas.htm 
American Physical Society – Corporate Minority Scholarships- for freshmen and sophomore minority students majoring in physics. - http://www.aps.org/educ/com/scholars/index.cfm 
The National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering (NACME) – Scholarships for Minorities in Engineering - http://www.nacme.org/scholarships 
DiversityAbroad.com Summer Abroad & Blog Abroad Grant – Scholarships for undergraduates – http://www.diversityabroad.com/schoalrships/
United Negro College Fund IIP Fellowship Program – Junior Year Study Abroad for minorities interested in International Affairs – www.uncfsp.org/IIPP
Academic Studies Abroad – Diversity Scholarships for students attending an ASA program - http://www.academicstudies.com/scholarship_info.html 
IES Diversity Scholarships – for students attending an IES program https://www.iesabroad.org/IES/Scholarships_and_Aid/Diversity_Scholarships/diversityAid.html 
ISA Diversity Scholarships – Scholarships for summer and semester study abroad - http://www.studiesabroad.com/admissions/document/scholarships
Scholarships for African Americans

Black Excel – One of the largest databases of scholarships and resources for African American students. - http://www.blackexcel.org/link4.htm 
African American Scholarships – Find scholarships by state, major and academic level. - http://www.africanamericanscholarship.com 
National Association of Black Journalists – Open to African American students majoring in Journalism - http://www.nabj.org/programs/scholarships/index.html 
NAACP: Scholarship Programs - http://www.naacp.org/inc/docs/education/education_scholarships_minorities.pdf 

National Society of Black Engineers: Scholarships - http://www.nsbe.org/programs/ 
Scholarships for African Americans - http://www.free-4u.com/african.htm 
Science Research Scholarship Awards – For African American students, with junior standing who are pursuing a degree in life or physical sciences - http://www.uncf.org/merck/programs/undergrd.htm 
DiversityAbroad.com Turkey Scholarships – Scholarships for African-American undergraduates studying in Turkey for a semester – http://www.diversityabroad.com/scholarships/
Scholarships for Asian Americans

Asian American Journalists Association: Scholarships - http://www.aaja.org/programs/awards 
The Korean American Scholarship Foundation - http://www.kasf.org/ 
South Asian Journalist Association – Scholarships - http://www.saja.org/scholarships.html 
Scholarships for Latino/Latina Americans

The Association of Latino Professionals in Finance and Accounting Scholarships - http://www.alpfa.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageID=354 
The Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute – List of Scholarships - http://www.chci.org/chciyouth/scholarship/listofscholarships.htm 
Hispanic Alliance for Career Enhancement – Scholarship Program - http://www.hace-usa.org/programs/scholar.asp 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) and Laureate  -  International Scholarship Programs - http://www.internationalscholarships.net
Hispanic Scholarship Fund – College Scholarship Program - http://www.hsf.net 
League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) Scholarships - http://www.lulac.org/Programs/Scholar.html 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund – Scholarship Programs - http://www.maldef.org/education/scholarships.htm 
National Association of Hispanic Nurses – Scholarships - based on GPA (3.0 or higher), leadership capabilities, association with the NAHN and financial need. - http://www.thehispanicnurses.org 
State Farm Insurance – Hispanic Scholarship Awards Program - http://www.statefarm.com/foundati/hispanic.htm 
La Unidad Latina Foundation – Scholarships - http://foundation.launidadlatina.org/ 
Scholarships for American Indians

A Better Chance - http://www.abetterchance.org/ReferralOrgs&Resources/res-coll_native_schol1.htm 
American Indian Science and Engineering Society – Scholarships - http://aises.org/highered/scholarships/ 
Association of American Indian Affairs – Scholarship Programs - http://www.indian-affairs.org 
The Cherokee Nation – Higher Education - http://www.cherokee.org/services/EducationService.asp?ID=190 
Friend of Hubbell – Scholarship Details and Application- for Navajo Nation student with a 3.0 GPA or higher and of junior or senior status. - http://www.friendsofhubbell.org/Scholarships.htm 
Indian Health Service - Scholarships - http://www.ihs.gov/JobsCareerDevelop/DHPS/SP/spTOC.asp
Scholarship information thanks to Michigan State University  http://studyabroad.msu.edu/people/studentsofcolor/scholarships.html
